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Abstract—The main contribution of this paper is to show an
FPGA implementation of a parallel sorting algorithm with off-
chip DRAMs. In the implementation, we use the idea of the
column sort and multiple data sets stored in the distinct DRAMs
are concurrently sorted by FIFO-based pipeline sorters in the
FPGA. We have implemented the proposed circuit in a Xilinx
Virtex Ultra Scale+ family FPGA XCVU9PL2FLGA2104E with
eight off-chip DRAMs. The experimental results show that the
proposed implementation can achieve a speed-up factor of 84
over the sequential CPU implementation by quick sort.

Index Terms—parallel sorting algorithm; hardware algorithm;
FPGA; DRAM
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\Z Diyo(i=0,1,... M — 1)(p=ir/M +71/s) SR k9
CHEAAZEDIERT,

Step5 & Step6 TO T —FiiAhEHEE2HE 2 5. Step5 IZH
I} % FPGA ~D AN %419 7o D7 — % 5 L 1%, Fig. 9 D
HOR» 6 b 3% k9T ALA2,..,A16,B1,B2,..B16,..H16
ZY—bF9252LIC%%. #£>T, Fig. 11 X0 r/s x
s/M = r/M i3 T D0 2> ST AL 25, 1
£i®D DRAM @ Dlyo(p = r/M) 2> 6 r/M 3G T o
HY, 2% THDRAM THEDIRTZ &ETHHETH 5,
Bl 712, Fig. 11 THuT, Al,A2,..,Al16,E1,E2,. E16 & 32
e cae A L 7-#, B1,B2....B16,F1,F2,..F16, Z DX
¥ C1,C2,....C16,G1,G2,..G16 & \» 9 J&IZ 32 {3 T &4
. uﬂ%!@ﬁy)ﬁ?‘ ET, TAMICY 7Y 7ICHA R
LVC‘I) %)T@TTiTE}TJ){IEHLfLQ, D001 b’%lﬁjt
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ZEZBDIEY. Zok)iclTeToT -8 2Hiat
§. F7, Step6 I[ZH7-% T —F DEFZIAAIL r ffHFE T,
mm,p%hzmﬂ@:Qszr—Uwiﬁm%n%h
@ DRAM DA SIEFICH ZAATH L, Iz Zhz
1D DRAM TUFNATH Z LI 5. Stepb D r/2 fllD >
7 b aEET 570, RO L OB IZ bR H 7
% Dipg(i=0,1,2.M —1)(p=1r/2) »>5iHd 5,

w2, Step7 & Step8 THT —F i AHE L2 EZ 5.
Step7 IZE 1} 5 FPGA "D AN %2179 7DD T — 75 L1
DO0,o(p fr/2 r/241,.r=1) 5 DOpl( =0,1...,r/2—
1) DkIHIcZzNZFND DRAM THtth L 21795 . Z D%,
DOy (p=r/2,7/241,..7—=1) 5*5 D0pa(p = 0,1...,7/2—1)
DX HIAHDINHEE L DD Z 1 Z1D DRAM TETD
T8 2T ETHDIEY, £/, Step8 lcM/2EFE
ABIL Step7 TOREAM L EFEL 7 FLAICEHEZIALZ &
2% %,

% 7z, d-sorter % J\>T Step5,6,7,8 Z—2D StepS’ LT
fTHZE%EZLD, T—F DHiH LIk Steps 1281} 5 FPGA
NDANZAT) DT =75 L LR TH L, HEZid
HIEZNZND DRAM 12K L CIEFNIC Dig(i = 0,1,...7)
POHFZIAATOE, FIOOIBKEOLIUL, RDLEDHINC
Dia(i=0,1,..r) 5 EXiAL, Zh%ZHZ 4D DRAM
TREDIRT. F7, WHNTY — FZ2ITIGER, RigIC s?
e 2MMDOT—F D=V DML 72 5. ZHUIHFICZ
NZNDHEFGET 7 FL AL T—F 2@t L, FPGA IZ
ANT %, 2D, FPGA »5DHIZTTOT FL AILE
ERUS SR

IV. V=% —Dn—F7x 79

AREiTH, FIFO R—AD2—Y — 4% —0 FPGA F¥% 71
T, WO, dfilDT—%%1% Y — F T % d-merge-sorter[11]
ZHHT 5. 208, dHOY — FFRINDO—T %2179
d-sliding-merger[10] Z&HHT 5. d-sorted > —7 v A% —
} 9 % d-sorter I& d-merge-sorter & d-sliding-merger CTHERK
INTw3

W12, d-merge-sorter DFIFHZ 1T 9. d-merge-sorter IF
log d fl® k-merger % 1-merger, 2-merger, 4-merger, . .., g
merger &\ 9 JECIHREERE L 72 ffi&i%z LT\ 5. Figure 12
I% 8-merge-sorter Z78 L T2 5,

A A A
E} (T T HE AT
e L e -

Fig. 12. :8-merge-sorter

k-merger ¥ kDT =80 67%2% 22DV — FMFAT—
I % 2k DT =¥ 25745 12DV — MFEAT—FIIC
2= T3 THL, 2fHDFIFO & 1 >Dav L —%
PO EING, ZNFNDFIFOA, B 3R k+1,k &
BoTEBY, ZOWIFTDT— 7%%%?6 & DSAIHE
H%. 22D FIFO DD T —F 3 v L —F| Aﬁé

N, aySL—%F32o00F7F =7 E2HKL, NEWLHFDF—
YoM N#ETH. AHOIE 1 7ay 7l Licfibins,

RIZe =Y DFFICOWTHIT 2. nlOATT—%
5”%T:<t0,t1,...,tn_1> EEL, ZZT, kA Z & Doy

ez ZN Ty, Th,.... Toy £ 5. ZRZNDHISI
Tl‘ = <ti-k7ti-k+1a~-~ t;. k+k+1> (0<Z< ﬂ*l) ‘/‘_]‘(ﬁ
HTH 5, k-merger ZEIHN Ty & Toip1(0 < i < gx —1)
ZRT7ELT, »—=Y 7).

4] FIFOA, B 1ZZ2DIRFETH 5. WD DHIH Ty B3

FIFOA IZH&fN S 41, RDHIIFN T A3 FIFOB ICHiIS 115,
kRIS, 8535 Ty; 1& FIFOA IZ, Ty V& FIFOB IZZ 11
ZFhANMfrbns, ZOEEN1 7ay 7 T EICHD IR
XN 3. k-merger I3 FIFOA IZ#]® D AT — % 5| Ty 34
T S 4, FIFOB ICRD AN T — 55 Ty DHIH D X —
NS NS LR E B, €T, 22D FIFO IC
BHICAFTE+ 1O T— 7B MI N T w5 2 ik
5. £7, kmerger DL AT v¥ i k+1THD. FIiD
FIFO 7322 CdH 2553 Cl3, flt/id FIFO O ¥ —2 19 %,
TQH_l & TQH_Q DX B RT DB 2B I 55
A, T 2T 5,

k-merger DL A 7 d k+1 Tf)%f’&) k-merger %
1-merger, 2-merger, 4-merger, ..., -merger &\ 9 JETIAR
B L 72 d-merge-sorter DL A 73 (1+1)+ (24 1) +
A+ + -+ (G +1)=d+logd—1 %3,

Rz, ==Y %179 d-sliding-merger % HHT 2. d-
sliding-merger {3 k-merger & JEHF ISR REEZ LT3,
Figure 13 I3 8-sliding-merger DH§i&E%Z 7R L T\ 5. 8-merger
& DREE EDEIZT T D FIFOA, B DI N d TH 5 M,
ThH 5.

d-sliding-merger (% k-merger (ZI7- 8% T 2 MK TH
%. k-merger &[RRI, FI®DEIIF Ty Y FIFOA IZH&HA
S, ROETH T HFIFOB ICH&iN S 115, [FARRIC, o
G Ty; 1Z FIFOA (T, Ty I FIFOBIZZNZENANIS NS,
FIFOA (W] D AS1 7 — 251 Ty 2T Z 41, FIFOB
WCRDANT =251 Ty DHIDODT—5 ), BhEHI N5 &
D% 5, #E>C, FIFONDT—% Dfg#id d+1 T
%Z). Fl, VA4 7V idd+1ThH2D, k-merger TlE, i

TN To; & Toip1 DY —Y ZITV, B DD Th &
Toiro Z LT 2HG T, T—8 DRI %%&<HH1
BHIZ Db, —J5, d-sliding-merger TI3#:IZ FIFOA, B
DD Z A LAY ¥ T DR/NTHEZIT .

te
HEEEEEE

Fig. 13. :8-sliding-merger

d-sorter & d D7 —%%1% Y — 9§ % d-merge-sorter & d
DY — b EART =2 5% <+ —F % d-sliding-merger CTH§
RENTW5, fE>T, d-sorter DA 7 v d (d+logd—

1)+ (d+1)=2d+1logd £ %% %,

d sliding-merger Tl 2 > ® FIFO DA &I 2d "C“i)’) 7

, REIIEFIFO WIZ d+ 1HD 8 A4 L A8 ¥ THVE I
Méhfw %, #X[5]Tld, X D/INS%UEZDFIFO 2
BT k-merger 254§ % Z & T FIFO DD Mk %
REL T3, ZOFEE d-sliding-merger 12 b I RE
TH 5. Figure 14 13 3 DD 4 O FIFO THR S 11T W
% 8-sliding-merger %7 L C\> %, H9D FIFO Ix FIFOA, B
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EL S O%ENS R TN D 5. Figure 13 25778 98
@ 8-sliding-merger |3 FIFO DRZEFAY 16 TH 5 DITH L
T, Fig. 14 I3 FIFO D REZ 12 ICHIRTZ T, ES
M @ FIFO #flif1§ 2854, & + 118® FIFO 25
LT, MAER (L +1) - M=d+MIHIET 5 2 &Hnlhg
Ek s,

Fig. 14. :3 D® FIFO % ]\ 7z 8-sliding-merger

V. FEERAE R

R TIFREEED LN R E LT Intel Core i7-
4790 3.6GHz) # W T A v 7V — b DREZR{T- 7=,
¥ 7, FPGA & Virtex Ultra scale+”7 7 S Y XCVU9P-
L2FLGA2104E % > 72, Z @ FPGA 121Z 832 filod A
A—1, 2160 ffld 36k £ v k BlockRAM, 960 fifl ® 288k
E» b UltraRAM, 147780 1#® CLB 234% %. BlockRAM I
1 25® 36k £ v F BlockRAM %\ Z 225D 18k E v |
BlockRAM & L CfHA[RETdH 5. CLB 1 8 2D Look-Up
Tables(LUTs) 2> TE D, T RAM Z R TEETH 5.,
BlockRAM [ 36bit D 7 —FlFZFfO 7, WRETZT7—
%13 36bit ZHE L T35, - T, 36k £ F BlockRAM
12 1024 > F—4, 18k € v bk BlockRAM (& 512 il 57—
Y 2SN BETH B, 72, UltaraRAM (ZEEHETIZ T — %
g 72bit TH 2720, 7 F L A%/ % B0 IC5EH T 2 2 LT,
8192 D 7 — % ZA&MTTHETH 5. & h KE 7% FIFO I3
D BlockRAM ¥ 7213 UltraRAM Z i3 % 2 & TR ]
BTH 5.

KL T, AT 3 Virtex Ultra scale+7 7 3 U D AH
HR— b EMAT 27— IE 36bit 225, V—F — D7l
BE8 L L Fi, MATEER RAMORKEEY —¥ —
DIMINE D 6 Y —F — DK E 13 1048576-merge-sorter 73
WATH 3, column V— b DEEDOREZ 1 r > 252 &9l
KDk B0, RRTSI12ICk%, fE>TC, BTV —Fh
TR IR D 7 — ¥ B3 1048576 x 512 = 512M lHTH 5.

FARLTE, BIELMITRT LI, k-merger d L
< i k-sliding-merger TH\» % FIFO IZ 256 > k Dy, 47HL
RAM 2 {#H$ 3. F7, d=524288 D & 1% 8192 >k >
256 D54 BlockRAM Z i L, 262144 > k > 8192 D
B¢ UlraRAM 2§ 2. —H, d = 1048576 D & Z ik
65536 > k > 256 D4 T BlockRAM #ffiH L, 524288 >
k> 65536 DA T UltraRAM Z {9 3,

k-merger b L < & k-sliding-merger T, 2 -2 FIFO %
F O CTHERL T 2 Tk L #5D FIFO % H VTSR T % Tk
D2OMH %, EHED FIFO % HA\>7-354, FIFO DOl
%< DCLB ZH\2% Z L2k 5%, #iflT % RAM O&E%
WMo EDHRETH B, HIZIE, 8192-merger & 2 DD
FIFO TR T 254 TlE 16 D 18k £ v + BlockRAM %8
MBI %, —T5, 9O FIFO THERL L 72854, 91 18k
E v b BlockRAM 2SI & 72 5, ARFCTlE, BERERT—

FHNEWNRE LT 5720, RAMOFRVBR MLV Ry 7L
%% Eh OB D FIFO % VTR S 2 FiE 2§
%, &1 ERIMIZ k-merger b L < X k-sliding-merger TH
W5 FIFO DSz R L TWw3,
RICATXTRET 22200 — P FEICOWTHHT
5, ZZTCHSEE M EEE, NEOT—455] (rxs®
f751) % column Y —b+TY—1+9 3% LT 5,
simple column sort: HiffiiC column ¥ — b %4179 FikT
I Step1,3,5,7 Dt 4 MDY — b B HE L i %, Z2EFND
Step TY—FEINET—FIDOREIEIRTr ThH5s. 7T—
FWNRATITA VAN IN TR ET5E, REET
570y 7% 47 NVEIL 4(r + logr — 1+ N/M) TFHHES
nas.
d-sort column sort: d-sorter % F\>% column ¥ — F Fik
T, Stepl,3 & Step>’ DEF 3 [HDY —F ERED 1 [HD
R=UDMELER D, TP T I VNI AT
7283 5LE, Stepl,3 THHEHET LIy VA 7 VEIE
2(r+logr—1+N/M) £ 7%, £7z, Step5” LD 1]
D=V TREETLE Iy 734 7 VEIL 252 + logs® +
N/M+s?/241+2s* TRtRI NS, 22T, EDO~v—Y
WBHECY — FEARDT =85 ~—2F 570, d-sorter DA
BDETTH 5 d-sliding-merger ICIEEANTRETH 5. 7«
72 LAHSCTIE, Stepl,3 T % d-merge-sorter & Step5’
ERED 1 D~ —Y TRE LT 5 d-sorter Z il % 12 FE%E
T55DET S, fE-5T, Fig. 15D X 9 I column ¥V — b
DEPTFPGA DAY 7 4 ¥ aLb—vavz—llfTbil}
o 0» I LICHERT 5.

[~] ol(o|[9](9](8]]@ olfal(gllgl[e][e][a][e
P 2|2 |2 |2||2]||2 DB D[R] |D]||R]|R
> 2= [Z2]|=]= ZIEZ]Z]ZZ]Z]]2

2|22 2] 2|22 = 2221222 3
ENENEREIRERENENE S118l18118]18118118]18
CHEKR SR |R|] 2122222122
oQ | (0Q||0Q | |00 | |00 | |0Q| (0T | |0Q o||o||l®|(O|[@®|[@®||D]||®
o||lo||lo||o||o||o||®||® SHSHSH SIS S5 S
allallallallallallal]a
oO||O||O||O||C||O||O]||O
EENEREIEERENEE
allzl2 1213 2]|5
o(|o||lo|(o||®|[|®[|®||[®
SHEIBR] SRR |B]]|R

- F - __FPGA
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁg ’_’lU;H_’%‘ﬁ Wﬁﬁﬁ
Szl z=]Z] 222 RS >s ==
Ll IZIZ] L EAR RS L L2 ==L

Fig. 15. 8 lfi%l®d & & D d-sort column sort DR[|

g |

S
=
>
<

R, BHFFEETH 5 FIFO R—ADV—Y Y — b v —
N=2ADw =YY — F ZflAGDE T (5] L OHEZT
9. YV —% —IZl¥ 1048576-merge-sorter & 262144-sorter %
FwTwz ERET 5. K OHIREFE & BEFEFRIC 0
% clock cycle iz n LT3, 7L, BEFECH»D S
cleok cycle 3L A4 T v 2&EA TV R, TIT, IRETF
ETSI2MAED Y — 2179 FHZEZ TS 7D, 448M
DY — 1+t bHRETH 2, R Sbr5s kI IC, HREHE
3&-CH % simple column sort 1Z275>2>% clock cycle £l FEFF
FHEEORY Q2202000 — 0203 f5TH B, £, REIHET
% % d-sort column sort (Z2>2>% clock cycle #IBEFFEEED

f) 0:204603x10° _ () 50 fi5 T dy 2 2270 L, BEFFEEICB L

1.342116x10°
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TABLE 1
d = 524288 DEHD FIFO Dt a4

k 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024 2048 4096 8192
k-merger | memory type distributed RAMs 18kbit block RAMs 36kbit block RAMs
FIFOs 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 5 9
k-sliding | memory type distributed RAMs 18kbit block RAMs 36kbit block RAMs
-merger FIFOs - - - - - - - -
k 16384 32768 65536 131072 262144
k-merger | memory type Ultra RAMs
FIFOs 3 5 9 17 33
k-sliding | memory type Ultra RAMs
-merger FIFOs - - 33
TABLE II
d = 1048576 DD FIFO DR %4
k 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 512 1024 2048 4096 8192 16384 32768 65536
k-merger | memory type distributed RAMs 18kbit block RAMs 36kbit block RAMs
FIFOs 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 5 9 17 33 65
k-sliding | memory type distributed RAMs 18kbit block RAMs 36kbit block RAMs
-merger FIFOs - - - - - - - - - -
k 131072 262144 524288
k-merger | memory type Ultra RAMs
FIFOs 17 33 65
k-sliding | memory type Ultra RAMs
-merger FIFOs - 33
TOHMEFELHEL XY ICavy 74X 2L —vavh—F TABLE V
fThn b Z LITHEET 5, d-SORTER D:RE
d 262144
o ) TABLE 1 d-sorter CLB (out of 147780) 33664
PRI L WAFFRIZ D2 70y 734 7 VB FPGA | Block RAMs (out of 2160) 160
Ultra RAMs (out of 960) 536
T8 448M 512M clock (MHz) 253

0.272629 x 109
0.204603 x 10

simple column sort(FPGA) -
d-sort column sort(FPGA) -
BEFF1E (FPGA) 1.342116 x 107

BRI, RETFILLEIA v 7Y —FD CPUBRKRFEIEDL
W29, KX TR, 512M i & 256M i 7—% %2 —
FRRE LTV, fEoT, L%7% FPGA J%E1 1048576-
merge-sorter ¥ 7z 1% 524288-merge-sorter & 262144-sorter T
H 5. FIV I d-merge-sorter DIFEEFERZRL T3, 5
[ITlE, Step2 ICB W TR MG TT—F2FZAL I LIl
7728 512 x 4 x 8 = 16384 fd D 36bit 7— ¥ ZHKINT E 5
Ny 77 —=2FEL TS, >T, Ny 77— 16fHD
36k Ev F RAM ZH\WTWw3, £7, £V Id d-sorter DHE
BERERZRLT05, £ 1, 10 IV X D 1048576-merge-sorter
Tl 524288-merge-sorter & Fi LT, BlockRAM % fEH L
7z FIFO D% %\ 7= &, FIFO Difilfilas k O M7 5
Z L TCLB DEDHI 25 £ 07 D % oo T B 2 LA
b5,

TABLE IV
d-MERGE-SORTER D:#E
d 524288 1048576
d-merge-sorter CLB (out of 147780) 37909 79562
FPGA Block RAMs (out of 2160) 176 1096
Ultra RAMs (out of 960) 536 920
clock (MHz) 250 154

FVI BIRETFEE I T4 v 7Y — D CPUBRFELE
EROWEGEICEBITS S12M {# (1048575 x 512) & 256M
(524288 x 512) D F—F DYV — M3 EE LRI

TW3, 7T—FHH256M D L &, simple column sort D

FUTIEI A 7 7Y — P OBERIE L HL T, 36449 — 63

fEoEE bz 2K L T3, —J, d-sort column sort Tl
Ay 7 — F OBERIEE L B LT, 34258 — 84 5D

L2 L7z, £, T—FEDS12M D & =, simple
column sort DFETIF CHEHED I 4 v 7V — bk LKL T,

1.17%;13 = 40 fEOEE L2 @K L T 5, —77 d-sort column
sort TIF, TH2L = 62 fFO bz ERL T 5. fito

T, FAMIZIE d-sort column sort D 723 simple column sort
X 0 ZATREE DS, 7272 L d-sort column sort DEFET
\¥, d-merge-sorter & d-sorter © FPGA F%: % i&rh ¢ Z ffi
I Eshwe, o7T, blary7Z74¥al— 3
> ORZY 1.7703 — 1.1571 = 0.6132 B X h K& W72 513,
SI2MED T —% %Y — F§ 58413 simple column sort D
FIEDTTHY — M0 ZIREISFI, £ 72, 256M fé D
T=F%Y—FT2HLEL, av74FX 2L —>a ol
2% 0.5452 — 0.4099 = 0.1353 B L h KE W 51F, simple
column sort DFIED FFHYY — M 5 RFEHSHE >,

TABLE VI
COLUMN Y —bt &7 4 v 7Y —b+DV— MR [s]

T—8 256M 512M
simple column sort(FPGA) | FEf7IM | 0.5452  1.7703
d-sort column sort(FPGA) | FEI7IF[A | 0.4099  1.1571

quick sort (C F2%%) FEATHER] | 34.449  71.921
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VI. S

KX Tlx, BERZT—=25IcKd % FPGA % H\»wit
column ¥V — FDFERERL 72, B D column V¥V — F T
X4 EDY — BB TH 553, d-sorter ZH 5 Z LT3
Bl — b TRAICY — bR THL 2R L, FE
L LT, EFEETIZ, 256MHOF—% %2V — ¢
52L&, 74 v 7Y —1tdDCPUBRKRILE LKL T 63-84
Bom#ElLzER L7, £, sS2MEOFT—% %Y —F
TBEATIX, 74 v 7Y —1®CPUZRRIHE L KL T
40-62 fEDEH L 2R L 72, F 7z, REFEEITH DS clock
cycle BUIZWEA-FEEE & R L THY 0.152-0.203 552005 2 &
N O
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